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heartily; and are very cheerful (as they have exceeding
good reason) upon all other subjects. However, I cannot
too much commend the generous concern, which, our
neighbours and others, who come from the same neigh-
bourhood, are so kind to express for us upon this account;
although the former be further removed from the dangers
of Popery, by twenty leagues of salt water: But this, I
fear, is a digression.

When an artificial report was raised here many years ago,
of an intended invasion by the Pretender, (which blew over
after it had done its office) the Dissenters argued in their
talk, and in their pamphlets, after this manner, applying
themselves to thosefof the Church. "Gentlemen, if the
Pretender had landed, as the law now standeth, we durst
not assist you; and therefore, unless you take off the Test,
whenever you shall happen to be invaded in earnest, if we
are desired to take up arms in your defence, our answer
shall be, Pray, gentlemen, fight your own battles,1 we will
lie by quietly; conquer your enemies by yourselves, if you
can; we will not do your drudgery." This way of reasoning
I have heard from several of their chiefs and abettors, in
an hundred conversations; and have read it in twenty
pamphlets : And, I am confident, it will be offered again,
if the project should fail to take off the Test.

Upon which piece of oratory and reasoning I form the
following query. Whether, in case of an invasion from the
Pretender (which is not quite so probable as from the
Grand Signior) the Dissenters can, with prudence and
safety, offer the same plea; except they shall have made a
previous stipulation with the invaders ? And, Whether the
full freedom of their religion and trade, their lives, pro-
perties, wives and children, are not, and have not always
been reckoned sufficient motives for repelling invasions,
especially in our sectaries, who call themselves the truest
Protestants, by virtue of their pretended or real fierceness
against Popery ?

Whether omitting or neglecting to celebrate the day of

1 See note, p. 40, referring to the poem:

" The Grunters' request

To take off the Test."   [T. SO